The attempts to identify the drivers, including personal ones, prompting or preventing early sexual relation have been undertaken by a number of sciences. According to research literature, teenage sexual relations are determined by motivation and values, self-concept, relations with the closest friends and relatives, and personality traits [Kazanskaya 2008 This research aims to study personality traits of sexually active teenagers.
The following hypotheses were put forward:
1. Provided the teenagers in the study are sexually active, they might be expected to be more communicative and vigorous than average.
2.
Cognitive interest, hedonistic motives and emotionally distant parents are the factors that prompt teenage sexual relations.
3. Sexual experience has a gender-specific effect on self-concept and constitutes a way of self-fulfilment.
The present research has goals as follows: to analyse contemporary research ideas concerning personality traits of sexually active teenagers; to examine implicit representations with regard to sexual intercourse and basic values; to consider gender-specific features of personality, motivation, self-fulfilment, self-concept, and parent-child relations; to examine the links between psychological features of teenagers and the character of sexual relations they are engaged in.
The study comprises 405 school students in St. Petersburg aged 14-16 (228 boys, 177 girls) and 60 mothers of the students surveyed. The students were divided into four groups: sexually active teenagers (228 teenagers: 128 boys and 100 girls); teenagers not engaged in sexual relations but having a boy-or a girlfriend (177 teenagers: 100 boys and 77 girls). There were also surveyed 60 mothers of the respondents.
The following methods and techniques were employed in the research as the most appropriate: Freiburg Personality Inventory (FPI, Form B) by J. Fahrenberg [Golovey 2001 ]; eight personality factor questionnaire by L. Gordon [Kon 2001 The mathematical methods included: nominal data analysis by Pearson's chi-squared test; comparative analysis by Student's t-test for independent samples; comparative analysis using Mann-Whitney U-test for independent samples; correlation analysis using Pearson correlation coefficient; analysis of variance using Fisher's F-criterion; discriminant function analysis using Wilks's lambda distribution; implicit representations analysis. Furthermore, girls display such qualities as emotional instability, impulsiveness, and timidity. Therefore, girls use sexual relations as a way of communication enabling them to join the peer group. Similar results were obtained by I.S. Kon [2001] . Sexually active boys are more communicative, emotionally stable, and cautious in decision-making.
The discriminant function analysis indicated the following determinants which are most likely to underlie girls' sexual activity: need in communication (λ=0,502; p=0,001), conformity (λ=0,345; p=0,001), and emotional lability (λ=0,431; p=0,001). For boys, these determinants are dominance (λ=0,397; p=0,001) and caution in decision-making (λ=0,468; p=0,001). For all the teenagers, their gender notwithstanding, the features of parent-child relations turned out to be important factors triggering sexual intercourse. Sexual activity of girls is often linked to their fathers being critical about them (λ=0,557; p=0,001), which makes such girls search for male attention. The boys' sexual life is, conversely, determined by undemanding behaviour of fathers (λ=0,641; p=0,001) and autonomy of mothers (λ=0,815; p=0,001). Such boys do not receive any clear system of demands from their parents.
Mothers of 38 boys and 22 girls were surveyed in order to identify the difference in the view upon the family relations held by children and their parents. The comparative analysis was carried out using Mann-Whitney U-criterion for small samples with abnormal distribution.
Mothers of sexually inactive boys (Picture 1) more often believe they tend to transfer their problems with the husband to the upbringing process (U=43,000; p=0,017).
Pic.1. Mean values based on Family Relations Analysis technique by E. Eydemiller
In case of conflict among parents, their views are usually diametrically opposite: mothers report they are strict, with more than average use of prohibitions, sanctions, and demands; such mothers perceive their husbands as inappropriately compassionate towards children and ready to bow to the children's wishes. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Mothers of girls report (Table 3 ) they fail to fully meet spiritual and emotional needs of their daughters. The mothers assess their own behaviour as unstable: with alteration of strict discipline and a liberal style; and of increased attention and emotional rejection. We believe it is the projection mechanism constitutes the reason of such parenting behaviour. Mothers ascribe to their daughters those qualities that they find it difficult to accept in themselves. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- The results of V. Stolin's technique (Table 4) allow to conclude that sexually active boys more often expect positive attitude from others; their self-interest is higher, but self-accusation is higher, too. The girls are characterised by low self-management, i.e. they have difficulties predicting the results of their actions.
In terms of motivation, all teenagers surveyed explain their behaviour by the desire to learn something new. This motive has the most structural links among teenagers. Furthermore, boys are mostly characterised by hedonistic motives, while girls -by the communicative, or social, ones (t=0,091; p=0,011).
The hedonistic motives among boys are linked to their self-concept (self-management and self-liking). Conversely, no correlation between personality features, self-concept and hedonistic motives was established for girls.
The Self-Fulfilment Test by L. Gozman yielded the following results (Tables 5, 6 ). The following personality features are the most pronounced among sexually inactive girls: personal independence (or internal locus of control), high adaptivity, willingness to be guided by their own goals, beliefs, attitudes, and principles; lack of hostility towards others; flexible behaviour; ability to set up friendly relations. Sexually active boys are characterised by higher scores in all personality traits connected to self-fulfilment. The pronounced degree of the acceptance of aggression attracts special interest. We believe this aids in establishing inter-personal relations and fosters openness to life experience. The analysis of variance revealed that the beginning of sexual life influences certain aspects of selfconcept. The girls show increase in self-esteem (F=8,579; p=0,004), since sexual contacts in part help them to overcome self-underestimation, i.e. they become more tolerant. The boys show rise in self-respect (F=10,863; p=0,001). The analysis carried out to identify the attitude to the opposite sex (Picture 2) showed that the majority of teenagers, especially the sexually active ones, have reported strongly negative attitudes. In general, girls tend to be more critical, while boys are by far more tolerant about girls.
Pic. 2. Implicit representations about the opposite sex

Pic. 3. Implicit representations about love
The analysis revealed that sexually active teenagers devalue the role of love: they are little aware of this concept and equate love to sex (Picture 3). Boys more often characterise love in a negative way. Girls in platonic relations attribute more meaning to love, which might be a constraining factor for entering a sexual intercourse. Conversely, boys give absolutely no thought to the notion.
Pic. 4. Implicit representations about responsibility
As follows from Picture 4, sexually active teenagers devalue the role of responsibility more frequently, though there are gender-specific differences: girls have a higher degree of awareness in this regard. 
